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9-24-2021 Council Communications Topics:
 

·         Electric Bus Preliminary Preparations
·         Market After Dark
·         Nuisance Property Procedures – Rewind Bar
·         Emergency Preparedness Day Event

 

Electric Bus Preliminary Preparations
As stated in a position paper earlier this year, Cedar Rapids Transit advocates that a significant and
long-term commitment to electric buses should be based on an educated and informed decision;
that it is too early to draw meaningful conclusions on the performance of electric buses in cold-
weather climates; and, that we should take the opportunity to learn as much as we can from the
electric bus pilot projects in Iowa City and Des Moines to assist us in making an informed decision
regarding the future of electric buses or other low- or no-emission alternate fuel buses for Cedar
Rapids Transit.  Until that decision is made, our plan is to continue to purchase two clean diesel
replacement buses each year to maintain a dependable fixed-route bus fleet that is in a state of
good repair. 
 
Although that is our current position, we acknowledge that steps should be taken to make
preliminary preparations to better position Cedar Rapids Transit for federal funding opportunities
if/when a decision is made to pursue an electric bus program.  Preliminary information regarding
funding for electric buses in the pending federal infrastructure bill indicates that detailed plans will
need to be in place to apply for competitive federal funding opportunities.  Those plans will likely
require a current assessment and long-term plan to address the fleet, facility, personnel, and utility
needs to support and sustain an electric bus fleet.  We plan to partner with our bus manufacturer,
Gillig LLC, to begin making those preliminary preparations when the final details are released with
the infrastructure bill. 

Market After Dark
Last week, an email was received from a representative of a citizen, Cory Sessler, who is planning on
attending the Market After Dark event sponsored by the Economic Alliance.  In previous visits to
Farmers’ Markets, Mr. Sessler would engage in voicing his thoughts, beliefs, and opinions by way of a
portable amplifier.  The following email was sent by Chief Jerman to Sessler’s representative after
consultation and input from Interim City Attorney Jacobi:
 
Mr. Nelson:  I advised Mayor Brad Hart that I would respond to your September 16, 2021 email.  We are aware of
Mr. Sessler’s activity at the Farmers’ Markets in downtown Cedar Rapids, which are events put on by the Cedar
Rapids Metro Economic Alliance pursuant to City issued permit. The City recognizes the constitutional rights of Mr.
Sessler and others to engage in free speech, subject in any event to certain lawful limitations.  Nevertheless, the City
cannot speculate as to Mr. Sessler’s future conduct or whether law enforcement may be called upon.
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Nuisance Property Procedures – Rewind Bar
A property is determined to be a Nuisance Property once it has met the threshold outlined in
Chapter 22A.03. Property owners who have Nuisance Properties have the ability to submit a
Nuisance Property Abatement Plan which can delay fees for police calls for service. Any person
aggrieved by an action taken by SAFE-CR can appeal. SAFE-CR meets with property owners regularly
to help them devise plans to abate nuisances on their properties. By doing this the City has created a
partnership with residents to work together to address problems.
 

The property located at 1010 2nd Avenue SW, the Rewind Bar, was designated a Nuisance Property
on 04/01/2020 for three Founded Calls for Service for violation of Chapter 22A.03.c.6, Disturbing the
Peace.  While the property was designated a Nuisance Property there were five additional Founded
Calls for Service. The property was listed as in compliance on 08/19/2021 and no longer deemed a
Nuisance Property. On 09/03/2021 an additional Founded Call for Service occurred at the property.
This call for service occurred within one year of Founded Calls for Service on 09/26/2020 and
11/05/2020, making the property a Nuisance Property again. The property owner still has an
opportunity to appeal the most recent Nuisance Property designation. Future Founded Calls for
Service to the property will be billed to the property owner.
 
SAFE-CR has been working with the business owner to discuss their Nuisance Property Abatement
Plan. The owner has hired security, changed the layout of the bar, chosen different entertainment,
regularly checks to ensure doors and windows are closed, and has decided to close early (12:00 am
instead of 2:00 am). All SAFE-CR fees have been paid by the property owner.

Emergency Preparedness Day Event
On Saturday, September 11, 2021 the City partnered with Hy-Vee for an Emergency Preparedness
Day event.  During the event, Fire Department personnel, with assistance from other City Officials,
distributed bags with emergency preparedness and resource information at Hy-Vee locations
throughout the City.  This is part of the City’s Neighborhood P.A.C.T effort (prepare, act,
communicate, train). We reached over 500 citizens as a result of this event.  The Fire Department, in
coordination with other City departments, will continue to promote this program through additional
venues and mediums.

 


